A retrospective study on the maintenance and repair of implant-supported prostheses.
This study reviewed the prosthodontic treatment and aftercare required by 29 patients with 32 implant-supported prostheses (12 fixed and 20 removable) placed on 107 implants. Patients were followed for 4 to 39 months. The majority of implant-supported prostheses (53%) were placed in the mandible. Visual analogue scales were used by the patients to rate their satisfaction with their prostheses and their chewing ability. Approximately one third of the patients studied required three or more relines of their existing dentures between first- and second-stage surgeries, while over half of the definitive implant-supported prostheses required a major adjustment or repair. Removable prostheses required 78% of the total repairs and accounted for 80% of those prostheses that needed repeated repairs. In general, patients were very satisfied with their implant-supported prostheses, but 17% complained of mild speech difficulties and 7% noted slight difficulty in cleaning their fixed prostheses. Overall, the short-term prosthetic management required for the implant-supported prostheses in this study was substantial, particularly with the removable prostheses, and this should be taken into account when evaluating prosthetic options.